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CIA Cumulative Impact Assessment
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DEP Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
EPP Evidence Plan Process
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ESTTC Environmental Statement Traffic and Transport Chapter
ETG Expert Topic Group
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MW Megawatts
NPPF National Planning Policy Framework
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Glossary of Terms

Order Limits

The area subject to the application for development
consent, including all permanent and temporary
works for SEP and DEP.

Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm
Extension Project (DEP)

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension
onshore and offshore sites including all onshore
and offshore infrastructure.

DEP onshore site

The Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm Extension
onshore area consisting of the DEP onshore
substation site, onshore cable corridor, construction
compounds, temporary working areas and onshore
landfall area.

DEP wind farm site

The offshore area of DEP within which wind
turbines, infield cables and offshore substation
platform/s will be located and the adjacent Offshore
Temporary Works Area. This is also the collective
term for the DEP North and South array areas.

Evidence Plan Process (EPP)

A voluntary consultation process with specialist
stakeholders to agree the approach, and
information to support, the EIA and HRA for certain
topics.

Expert Topic Group (ETG)

A forum for targeted engagement with regulators
and interested stakeholders through the EPP.

Horizontal directional drilling
(HDD) zones

The areas within the onshore cable route which
would house HDD entry or exit points.

Landfall

The point at the coastline at which the offshore
export cables are brought onshore, connecting to
the onshore cables at the transition joint bay above
mean high water

Onshore cable corridor

The area between the landfall and the onshore
substation sites, within which the onshore cable
circuits will be installed along with other temporary
works for construction.

Onshore export cables

The cables which would bring electricity from the
landfall to the onshore substation. 220 — 230kV.

Onshore Substation

Compound containing electrical equipment to
enable connection to the National Grid.

Classification: Open Status: Draft

Page 5 of 17




Draft Statement of Common Ground: National
Highways

Doc. No. C282-RH-Z-GA-00219
Rev. no. A

Sheringham Shoal Offshore
Wind Farm Extension Project
(SEP)

The Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm
Extension onshore and offshore sites including all
onshore and offshore infrastructure.

SEP onshore site

The Sheringham Shoal Wind Farm Extension
onshore area consisting of the SEP onshore
substation site, onshore cable corridor, construction
compounds, temporary working areas and onshore
landfall area.

Study area

Area where potential impacts from the project could
occur, as defined for each individual Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) topic.

The Applicant

Equinor New Energy Limited. As the owners of SEP
and DEP, Scira Extension Limited and Dudgeon
Extension Limited are the named undertakers that
have the benefit of the DCO. References in this
document to obligations on, or commitments by,
‘the Applicant’ are given on behalf of SEL and DEL
as the undertakers of SEP and DEP.

Classification: Open Status: Draft
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1 Introduction

1.1 Background

1. This draft Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Equinor
New Energy Limited (the Applicant) and National Highways. It identifies areas of the
Sheringham Shoal Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (SEP) and Dudgeon
Offshore Wind Farm Extension Project (DEP) Development Consent Order (DCO)
application (the Application) where matters are agreed, not agreed or that remain
under discussion between the parties.

2. The Applicant has had regard to the Planning Act 2008: Guidance for the
examination of applications for development consent (Department for Communities
and Local Government, 2015) when compiling this draft SoCG.

3. This draft SoCG has been structured to reflect topics of the Application which are of
interest to National Highways. The applicable matters considered within this draft
SoCG apply to National Highways statutory remit.

4. Table 1 presents the topics included in the draft SoCG with the Applicant and

National Highways.

Table 1: Topics included in the Draft SoCG
Topic/Chapter DCO Document Reference  Part of the Evidence Plan Process (EPP)

(Yes/No)

Traffic and Transport APP-110 Yes

10.

Further detail of those topics included in the Evidence Plan Process (EPP) can be
found in the Consultation Report Appendix 1 (Evidence Plan) [APP-030]. Details
of the consultation undertaken on those topics not included in the EPP are set out
in the corresponding chapters of the Environmental Statement (ES).

Topic specific matters agreed, not agreed and matters that remain under discussion
between the Applicant and National Highways are included within this draft SoCG.
Matters that are not yet agreed will be the subject of ongoing discussion between
the Applicant and National Highways to reach agreement on each matter wherever
possible or refine the extent of disagreement between parties.

Throughout the draft SoCG the phrase “Agreed” identifies any point of agreement
between the Applicant and National Highways. The phrase “Not Agreed” identifies
any point that is not agreed between the Applicant and National Highways.

Consultation with National Highways

The Applicant has engaged with National Highways on the project during the pre-
Application process, both in terms of informal non-statutory engagement and formal
consultation carried out pursuant to Section 42 of the Planning Act 2008.

During formal (Section 42) consultation, National Highways provided comments on
the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR) by way of a letter dated
3 June 2021.

Further to the statutory Section 42 consultation, four meetings were held with
National Highways through the EPP. These are detailed throughout the SoCG and
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minutes of the meetings are provided as Appendices to the Consultation Report
Appendix 1 [APP-030].
11. In its relevant representation [RR-060], National Highways has identified that

Compulsory Powers are sought in relation to land forming part of the Strategic Road
Network (SRN) (the A47 and A11).

12. National Highways has also identified that these powers have the potential to impact
the A47 North Tuddenham to Easton and A47-A11 Thickthorn Junction schemes.
13. National Highways instructed AECOM to review the relevant documents within the

Examination Library for matters, including the above, in terms of potential impacts
of the scheme on the SRN.

14. The Applicant is therefore actively engaging and negotiating with National Highways
with regards to including suitable protective provisions within the dDCO.

13 Summary of ‘Agreed’, ‘Not Agreed’ and ‘In Discussion’ Matters

15. In order to easily identify whether a matter is ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ or ‘in discussion’,
the position status colour coding system set out in Table 2 is used in the SoCG.
16. Details on specific topics that are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ or ‘in discussion’ between

the Applicant and National Highways are presented in Table 4.
Table 2: Position status key

Position Status Position Colour Coding

Agreed Agreed
The matter is considered to be agreed between the parties.

Not Agreed — no material impact Not Agreed — no material impact

The matter is not agreed between the parties; however, the
outcome of the approach taken by either the Applicant or
National Highways is not considered to result in a material
impact to the assessment conclusions and the matter is
considered to be closed for the purposes of this SoCG.
Discussions on these matters have concluded.

Not Agreed — material impact

The matter is not agreed between the parties and the outcome
of the approach taken by either the Applicant or National
Highways is considered to result in a materially different impact
to the assessment conclusions. Discussions on these matters
have concluded.

In discussion In discussion

The matter is neither ‘agreed’ nor ‘not agreed’ and is a matter
where further discussion is required between the parties (e.g.
where documents are yet to be shared with National Highways).

2 Statement of Common Ground

17. A summary of the consultation undertaken to date with National Highways and the
matters agreed or not agreed (based on discussions and information exchanged
between the Applicant and National Highways during the pre-application phase of
the Application) are set out below for each of the draft SoCG topic areas.
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21 Traffic and Transport

Table 3: Summary of consultation with National Highways regarding traffic and transport
Date

Pre-Application

Contact Type

Topic

23/03/2020 ETG meeting 1 The following topics were discussed during the ETG
meeting 1:
e The scope of the Transport Method Statement;
e The proposed impact assessment methodology;
e The approach to deriving construction traffic;
e The approach to distribution of HGV and employee
construction traffic;
e No requirement for a separate Travel Plan (to be
incorporated in the Construction Traffic
Management Plan) and Requirement for a stand-
alone Transport Assessment; and
e The approach to deriving future baseline traffic
flows.
18/09/2020 ETG meeting 2 The following topics were discussed during the ETG
meeting 2:
e Confirmation of ETG meeting 1 agreements;
e The findings of the baseline data collection;
e The approach to the distribution of HGV traffic; and
e The approach to considering operational and
decommissioning phase impacts
03/06/2021 Section 42 National Highways response to section 42 consultation on
Consultation PEIR. Appendix 4 of the Consultation Report (APP-033).
13/07/2021 ETG meeting 3 The following topics were discussed during the ETG
meeting 3:
e Confirmation of ETG meeting 1 and 2 agreements;
e The extent of the Traffic and Transport Study Area;
e The scope of the Transport Assessment;
e The validity of the baseline traffic flows;
e Driver delay, capacity, assessment methodology;
e Impacts assessment findings;
e Outline access designs;
e Cumulative impacts.
31/03/2022 ETG meeting 4 Nationfal Highways did not attend ETG 4 (Norfolk County
Council only)
05/04/2022 ETG meeting 5 The following topics were discussed during the ETG

meeting 5:

e Confirmation of ETG meeting 1, 2 and 3
agreements;

e The baseline data; and
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Date Contact Type Topic
e Driver delay.
Post-Application
11/01/2023 Meeting A meeting to discuss the proposed approach to
engagement following submission of the DCO.
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Table 4: Topics agreed, in discussion or not agreed in relation to traffic and transport
ID The Applicant Position

EIA - Policy and Planning

National Highways Position

Position Summary

Traffic and Transport [APP-110] is appropriate for the
assessment.

and Transport Study Area (TTSA) and that this is confirmed
following review of the ESTTC.

1 | All relevant plans and policies have been identified in Section National Highways is content that all relevant policies have Agreed
24.4 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] and been considered and appropriately considered in the
these have been appropriately considered in the assessment. assessment. The only exception being the omission of the
recently adopted DfT Circular 01/2022, but this is
understandable as this was adopted after the completion of the
Environmental Statement Traffic and Transport Chapter
(ESTTC) and National Highways do not foresee the publication
of this document requiring a material change to the approach
adopted.
EIA - Baseline Environment
2 | The ES adequately characterises the baseline environment in National Highways considers that the ESTTC adequately Agreed
terms of traffic and transport as detailed in Section 21.5 of ES characterises the baseline environment in terms of traffic and
Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110]. transport in relation to the SRN (Strategic Road Network).
3 | Sufficient survey data (extent/duration) has been collected to Agreed following review of ESTTC and TA (Transport Agreed
inform the characterisation of the baseline environment and the | Assessment) that sufficient data has been collected.
assessment as presented within ES Chapter 24 Traffic and
Transport [APP-110].
4 | Neutral daily traffic flows and road safety data deemed Agreed at ETG meeting 2 (18/09/2020). Agreed following Agreed
appropriate to inform baseline situation. review of ESTTC and TA that data presented is neutral.
5 | 2025 is considered appropriate as a base year for the Agreed at ETG meeting 2 (18/09/2020) to consider 2025 as a Agreed
assessment. base year for the purposes of the EIA.
6 | Baseline data (junctions). Agreed following review of ESTTC and TA that the baseline in | Agreed
terms of the SRN has been established.
EIA — Assessment Methodology
7 | The study area identified in Section 24.3 of ES Chapter 24 Agreed at ETG meeting 3 (13/07/2021) the extent of the Traffic | Agreed
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The Applicant Position

National Highways Position

Position Summary

acceptable.

engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.

8 | The approach to scoping out assessment of SEP and DEP Agreed at ETG meeting 2 (18/09/2020) that operational and Agreed
traffic and transport operational and decommissioning impacts decommissioning impacts can be scoped out of the EIA and
is acceptable. confirmed following review of the ESTTC.
9 | Scoping out the in-combination assessment of SEP and DEP Agreed at ETG meeting 1 (23/03/2020) that the approach Agreed
traffic and transport impacts associated with the vehicle assessment of traffic movements to the base port can be
movements for the offshore phases via the base port is scoped out of the EIA.
acceptable.
10 | The impact assessment methodologies used for the National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
assessment presented in Section 24.4 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic | engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
and Transport [APP-110], represent an appropriate approach to | reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
assessing potential impacts.
11 | The assessment of impacts presented are consistent with the National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
agreed assessment methodologies, as detailed in Section 24.6 | engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
and 24 4 respectively of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
[APP-110].
12 | Section 24.6 of the ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP- National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
110] represents a comprehensive list of the potential impacts. engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
13 | The assessment adequately defines the realistic worst-case Agreed following review of ESTTC that the assessments, Agreed
scenario for traffic demand. The worst-case scenario is detailed | covering construction in isolation and concurrently, are defined
in Table 24.2 of ES Chapter Traffic and Transport [APP-110]. and accepted as worst-case scenarios.
14 | The approach to the distribution of HGV traffic is acceptable. National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
15 | The approach to the distribution of employee traffic is National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
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ID
16

The Applicant Position

Driver delay, capacity, assessment methodology.

National Highways Position

National Highways’ position is reserved pending further
engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.

Position Summary

In Discussion

EIA - Project-Alone Assessment Conclusions

Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110]
during construction are non-significant in EIA terms assuming
the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.

17 | Residual driver delay (capacity) impacts as presented in Section | National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] during engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
construction are not-significant in EIA terms assuming the reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

18 | Residual severance, amenity and pedestrian delay impacts as Agreed at ETG meeting 3 (13/07/2021) that these impacts are | Agreed
presented in Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and not likely to be significant on the Strategic Road Network.
Transport [APP-110] during construction are not-significant in
EIA terms assuming the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

19 | Residual road safety impacts as presented in Section 24.6 of National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] during engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
construction are not-significant in EIA terms assuming the reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

20 | Residual driver delay (road closures) impacts as presented in National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] | engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
during construction are not-significant in EIA terms assuming reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

21 | Residual impacts driver delay (highway constraints), as Agreed at ETG 5 meeting (05/04/2022) that there would be no | Agreed
presented in Section 24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and impact upon the Strategic Road Network.
Transport [APP-110] during construction are non-significant in
EIA terms assuming the inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

22 | Residual impacts driver delay (capacityl), as presented in National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
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The Applicant Position

National Highways Position

Position Summary

presented in Annex 30 of the Transport Assessment [APP-268
and APP-269]

23 | Residual impacts abnormal loads —, as presented in Section National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
24.6 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110] during engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
construction are non-significant in EIA terms assuming the reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
inclusion of the proposed mitigation.

24 | The outline design for an access off the A47 is appropriate, as | National Highways’ position is reserved pending further | In Discussion

engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend
to reach a definitive position with the Applicant for
Deadline 3.

EIA — Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) Conclusions

presented in Section 24.7 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and
Transport [APP-110], is appropriate based on currently available
information and proposed mitigation, impacts are not significant
in EIA terms.

25 | Cumulative impacts assessment with other windfarms, as National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
presented in Section 24.7 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
Transport [APP-110], is appropriate based on currently reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
available information and proposed mitigation, impacts are not
significant in EIA terms.
26 | Cumulative impacts assessment with highway schemes, as National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
presented in Section 24.7.3 of ES Chapter 24 Traffic and engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
Transport [APP-110], is appropriate based on currently reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
available information and proposed mitigation, impacts are not
significant in EIA terms.
27 | Cumulative impacts assessment on with other schemes, as National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion

engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.

Draft DCO / Outline Management Plans / Mitigation and Monitoring

28

Schedule 2, Part 1, Requirement 15 (Traffic and Transport)
which requires the submission and approval of a traffic
management plan (to be in accordance with the Outline

National Highways’ position is reserved pending further
engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.

In Discussion
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The Applicant Position

Construction Traffic Management Plan (APP-301) of the draft
DCO [AS-009].

National Highways Position

Position Summary

appropriate.

engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.

29 | The mitigation measures within the Outline Construction Traffic | National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
Management Plan (OCTMP) [APP-301] are adequate and engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend to
appropriate to mitigate likely significant impacts identified in the | reach a definitive position with the Applicant for Deadline 3.
ES Chapter 24 Traffic and Transport [APP-110].
30 | The access concept design set out in the within the OCTMP National Highways’ position is reserved pending further | In Discussion
5APP|'301§ s prropn:te:tﬁﬁa;l.ed alcﬁgshs designs WtI" E’: tart engagement with the Applicant. National Highways intend
eveloped and agreed with National Highways prior to the sta i e e . . i
of construction, secured under Requirement 16 of the draft DCO 0 ieac'h a definitive position with the Applicant for
) Deadline 3.
[AS-009].
31 | The monitoring procedures set out in the OCTMP [APP-301] are | National Highways’ position is reserved pending further In Discussion
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